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forth out of hand " x. In 1569 it issued a proclamation
ordering judges of assize and justices of the peace to make
inquiry into the conversion of arable into pasture 2 ; and in
1574 it instructed the Council of the North, which had already
conducted an inquiry into ' unlawful taking in of commons '
and decay of tillage, to " look after and redress all wrongful
taking of commons, decay of husbandry and oppression of
the poor ". The wardens of the Marches were also enjoined
" not to allow towns, villages or houses to be wasted, or
lands turned ... to pasture, lest the tenants be unable to
keep horses for service and the Borders be depopulated " 3.
The Government was besieged with complaints which indicate
the activity of the enclosure movement in different parts of
the country. Thus in 1577 it referred the question of an
enclosure in Staffordshire to the judges of assize ; another
in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire to the sheriff; and a
third in the North,' whereby certain townships . . . are like
to be undone ', to the Council of the North. During the next
few years the Privy Council entertained complaints from
Gloucestershire, Kent, Worcestershire, Hertfordshire, Derby-
shire, Monmouthshire, Lincolnshire, Bedfordshire and Nor-
folk 4. The judges were again bidden in their circuits to be
" careful to see the laws ordained to that purpose duly
executed " ; and enclosures were denounced from the pulpit5.
The Queen herself was implicated in the enclosure of a
common at Woodstock, and the tenants did not shrink from
open complaint in her presence, ' at which she was greatly
offended'6.
1	Acts of the Privy Council, 1558—1570, p. 233.   There had been local
disorder in Essex in 1563 : ibid. 137.
2	Tudor and Stuart Proclamations (ed. Steele), i. No. 637.
8 State Papers Domestic, Addenda, 1566-1579, pp. 65, 465-466.
4	Acts of the Privy Council, 1575-1577, pp. 55, 118, 285, 296, 323, 382 ;
I577~i578,'pp. 155, 374, 399;   1578-1580, pp. 96, 154, 169;   1580-1581.
PP- 309, 334 ;   1581-1582, p. 257 ;   1587-1588, p. 86 ;   1588-1589, p. 244.
Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, iv. 83.    Gresham's ' park pale', enclosing a
piece of common, was burnt when Elizabeth was staying with, him :  Acts
of the Privy Council, 1575-1577, pp. 126, 167.
5	Acts of the Privy Council, i575-*577. P- 285 ;   i577-*578, p. 374-
6	Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, ii.  141  (1576).    The enclosure of a
common provoked a riot at Enfield in 1589 when women, ' armed with
swords, daggers, staves, knives and other weapons *, destroyed the fencing :
Victoria County History, Middlesex, ii. 91.

